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Coffee is a drink that could best be summed 

up in a cup. But we want to go a little further 

than that, we want to show the unique history 

and stories that make up what is called coffee.

This Ebook is a collection of writings by those 

involved in the Ovelle Coffee Co. It is a story 

that is personal and full of love, one that we 

know you will enjoy!

Introduction
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A Brief History of Coffee
By Ian Fay

 Legends abound around the discovery of Coffee. The original 
species of the plant can be traced back to the country of Ethiopia. It was 
in that mystical land where a young goat herder named Kaldi noticed his 
goats acting very energetic and not sleeping after consuming a certain 
kind of berry. The name of his village was Kaffe.
 Kaldi reported his findings to a local holy man, who loved its effect 
of keeping him awake during boring prayer services. From there the 
coffee bean began to take root in popular culture. At first, the drink was 
only available on the Arab Peninsula where the first coffee houses 
began.
 What we now see on every street corner, was once a thing of 
refinement and even revolution. Coffee houses were seen then, and 
sometimes now, as places where like minded individuals meet to discuss 
the issues of the day. Called "Schools of the Wise", these social meccas 
were places music was played, chess was practiced and ideas were born.
 Of course it didn't take long for coffee to spread to the rest of the 
known world. Across Renaissance Europe coffee made a splash. 
Replacing the traditional morning drink of beer or wine, workers began 
to improve in skill. Thus the modern office coffee break was born
 After America embraced coffee as "the favorite drink of the civilized 
world", as Thomas Jefferson put it, coffee became what it is today. 
Coffee is a global giant in terms of commodities, second only to oil. With 
a new Third wave of coffee, people are moving away from Starbucks 
and into artisan crafted roasters and friendly sourced beans.
 And while some believe that the Third wave is over, we here at 
Ovelle know it is. We embrace what we dare to call Fourth wave coffee. 
A coffee where only who you are matters, a coffee that is taken how you 
want it. Wether that means cream and sugar, or the naturally smooth 
and sweet taste of Jamaican Blue Mountain, we dont judge.



 Here at Ovelle Coffee we believe in knowing who you do 

business with. Knowing not just their name and address, but who they 

are, what they believe in. That's why we partner with the Jamaican 

Coffee Growers Association.

 First formed in 1997 with the intent to help local farmers obtain 

the best price at market for their crop, it has since taken on a more 

sales oriented standpoint. "We are the new kid on the block. 

Starbucks and UCC (Ueshima Coffee Co) don't buy from us, but we 

produce good coffee. We are sanctioned by JACRA. (The Jamaican 

Agricultural Commodities Regulatory Authority)"

 President of the JCGA Donald Salmon has more to say about 

business, "There are no bosses on my farm, it's all family, I listen with 

an open mind." President since 2013, Donald is "big on the case to 

diversify the market we can't be selling our coffee to one market", 

referring to the fact that Japan buys 70% of Jamaica's coffee.

 Many people don't know the story behind creating this cult 

coffee, the competition between big estates and small farmers is 

something that many simply take for granted. But it doesn't have to 

be. That's why we at Ovelle Coffee, like Donald, "Try to make people 

see what they didn't see before."

Not a Value Chain, A Human Chain
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A Coffee Plant of Nomals 
Farm

Coffee Cherries

Drying Racks President of the JCGA
Donald Salmon
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Grampa Manny's Coffee Walk was really only called so out on the foothills, by the Blue 
Mountain folks. Caught on a ledge, it was situated quite happily below the main road and 
above the gurgling rapids of The Hope River.

Ringed by Ping Wing Macca, and it's cousin Cowboy Pine and others, were a galore of coffee 
plants, well tended and laden with berries. Amassing to an area of three ball fields of really 
excellent, arable lands. It boasted an orchard with bee hives, Hairy Mango, breadfruit and 
orange trees, an herb and vegetable garden, and also donkeys and goats.

Neighbors treated this plot of land sacred as they made their way to the Bathing Hole by the 
river. Deterred from trespassing, I've always supposed, by four factors. Firstly the 
treacherously steep and painful drop you could suffer from trying to enter from the road. 
The really narrow path to the river that was heavily thorn laden on both sides, ping wing one 
side and the quite nasty Macca Fat the other. Thirdly underlining the river side end of the 
plot were the contortions of the many swift rapids. These plunged endlessly around or over 
huge boulders, with some forming waterholes that any error in crossing could well be your 
last. 

The many beehives and Hairy Mango controlled this fourth side, sweeping upwards into 
endless pines, insurmountable boulders, cho cho harbors and the usually locked gated back 
entrance to Grampa Manny's and Mother Vi's house. Of course the formidable cow itch 
roaming freely throughout the property, their exact location known only to the family was 
the fourth deterrent. No one, and I meant absolutely no one, ever wanted to make the 
mistake of encountering cow itch.

And so from this coffee grove's rich and cultured yield of high quality coffee, many folks 
home and abroad were able to share in coffee drinking. And as Grampa Manny always said , 
whenever you cultivate your field you must share with the insects and the birds above and 
below the earth, with folks and our neighbors, even with the thieves for as custodians of the 
earth we're only here to help take care of it 

Coffee's Quality Heightened By The Fruit Of 
Many A Labor

By Maureen Savage
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Our Philosophy

 Our philosophy is simple, maybe deceptively so. We believe in 
friends. We believe that most people enjoy a good cup of coffee with a 
good friend, in the morning, the afternoon or at night after a good meal. 
Even if your coffee time is holy, we know your doing it so you can serve 
those around you better.

 That's why we team up with micro lot farmers to bring some of the 
love, happiness and joy right to your table. Letting you know that your 
business makes a positive impact is a vital part of our mission. Our 
philosophy is that friends and fellowship need not be only in your local 
community.

 Here at Ovelle Coffee, we search internationally to help bring the 
best to our community because we care about those around us. We 
know that if you are happy with our coffee, you will be happier about 
your day, and that makes our community that much better.

So here's to you Ovelle Coffee friend, may this cup bring you peace, 
love, happiness and joy.

-Team Ovelle



The End


